AUDIO ENGINEERING SOCIETY AND OCA ALLIANCE TO COLLABORATE
ON ‘OPEN CONTROL ARCHITECTURE’ STANDARD

NEW YORK: The Audio Engineering Society (AES) and the OCA Alliance have jointly
announced that an AES standards project has been founded to consider OCA, the Open
Control Architecture, for a public standard for control and monitoring of professional
media networks.

The goal of this project, identified as: AES-X210, “Open Control Architecture
(OCA),” is to produce a public, open, and royalty-free communications protocol standard
for reliable and secure control and monitoring of interconnected audio devices in
networks of 2 to 10,000 elements.

When the standard is complete, it is hoped that OCA will find broad acceptance in the
media systems industry, and open a new era in standardized, interoperable control of
devices from diverse manufacturers.

OCA will be a control and monitoring standard, not a media transport standard. It is
intended to operate seamlessly with a wide range of media transport standards such as
AES-X192, “High-performance streaming audio-over-IP interoperability” - currently in
development - and IEEE AVB. Together, these standards will offer a path to complete
network application solutions for future media networks that include both media
transport and system control functionality.

OCA is substantially based on work done in the early 1990's by the AES24 project, a
pioneering effort in network system control. Although AES24 never reached full
standards status, it offered a number of advanced concepts, which have found their way
into various developments over the years.

In the coming months, the AES-X210 task group, part of AES working group SC-02-12
on Audio Applications of Networks, will be meeting to render the current OCA 1.1
specification into standards form and to shepherd its processing through the AES's open
standards process. Interested individuals are encouraged to participate. The full standards
participation policy is available from the AES Standards website. During this period, the
OCA Alliance will undertake various initiatives to support the work of AES-X210, and to
define proposals for future extensions to the standard.

Crystallizing the focus of the new alliance, AES Standards Committee Chair, Bruce C.
Olson remarked, “AES Standards has been deeply involved with standards for digital
audio since starting work in 1977. The AES-X210 project to standardize OCA takes us to
the next important milestone by integrating control with transport of audio over a variety
of networks. Combined with a number of other projects in this exciting area of audio the
AES continues to lead the world in audio standards, which enable a thriving marketplace
for compatible products from competing manufacturers. We are very pleased to
collaborate with the leading manufacturers in the OCA Alliance on this standards
project.”



Web Pages

AES Standards website: http://www.aes.org/standards/
AES Standards participation policy www.aes.org/standards/development/membership.cfm

OCA Alliance website: http://www.oca-alliance.com/
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About the AES

The Audio Engineering Society was formed in 1948 by a group of concerned audio engineers.
The AES counts over 14,000 members throughout the U.S., Latin America, Europe, Japan and the
Far East. The organization serves as the pivotal force in the exchange and dissemination of
technical information for the industry. For additional information visit http://www.aes.org

About the OCA Alliance

The OCA Alliance is a global non-profit corporation formed to secure the standardization
of the Open Control Architecture (OCA) as a media networking system control standard
for professional applications. The Alliance’s purposes are to promote the standardization
and adoption of OCA through marketing, education and training, and to develop new
OCA versions and related materials that increase the value and usability of OCA as an
interoperability tool for the media systems industry.
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